Sexuality Education Roundtable (SER)
Foundational Participant Meeting

Wednesday, September 2nd, 2009

Victoria University of Wellington, Kelburn Campus, Hunter 324

16:10-17:45
► = Requires action
i. Participants present

Batchelor, Barbara

The New Zealand Health Education Association

Briggs, Joshua


Evolve – The Wellington Youth Service

Christian, Zaffa


Family Planning New Zealand

Consedine, Bernadette

The Ministry of Women’s Affairs

Hargreaves, Amanda

Victoria University of Wellington – Faculty of Education

Holmes, Janet


Victoria University of Wgtn – School of Ling. & Applied Lang. Studies
Kerekere, Elizabeth

Out There

King, Brian


Victoria University of Wgtn – School of Ling. & Applied Lang. Studies
Macdonald, Kirstie

Victoria University of Wellington – Faculty of Education

Mitchell, Mani


Intersex Trust Aotearoa New Zealand

Paton, Liz


Family Planning New Zealand

Paterson, Libby


Victoria University of Wellington – Accent Learning

Quinlivan, Kathleen

University of Canterbury – Faculty of Education

Rimene, Sonya


The Ministry of Women’s Affairs

Vine, Jeannette


Victoria University – Research Office

Williamson, Brad


Aotea College, Porirua
ii. Apologies from participants
Allen, Louisa


University of Auckland – Faculty of Education

Atkins, Denise


Auckland University of Technology – School of Sport and Recreation

Davison, Joanna


Whitireia Community Polytechnic – Faculty of Health

Ho, Hannah


TRANZform

Laurie, Alison


Victoria University of Wellington – School of Gender and Women’s Studies

Mcallum, Mary-Anne

University of Auckland – Faculty of Education

Morgan, Karanga


Te Puawai Tapu

Take, Silipa


The New Zealand AIDS Foundation

Tasker, Gillian


Freelance Curriculum Consultant

Tuatoko, Olivia


The Ministry of Health
iii. General Proceedings

· Introductions
· thank you from convener Brian King to Victoria University’s Research Office (Jeannette Vine and Professor Charles Daugherty) for afternoon tea and ongoing support for this initiative
· a round of brief introductions and affiliations from the group was conducted
· ►Members who would like to make their personal details and acumen more widely available to other participants will need to do so in their wiki profile. Those who haven’t got a wiki account, please e-mail Brian King at brian.w.king@vuw.ac.nz to request an invitation
· Discussion of roundtable definition, and origins of the idea of SER
· Brian King - a roundtable is a gathering of equals convening periodically for discussion, with no executive or hierarchy
· each time we meet, a volunteer convener will arrange a venue and send out invitations via the wiki, and to interested parties who do not yet have a wiki account
· topics for discussion will fall under the broadly interpreted term ‘sexuality education’ 

· Brian explained how this roundtable has emerged from a shared sense (among Brian King, Brad Williamson and Mani Mitchell) that it is time to get sexuality education stakeholders (activists, educators, policy analysts, and researchers) around the same table to share ideas and resources
· Brian King’s research project

· Brian outlined his PhD research project (Language and Sexual Agency in Sexuality Education) which is being conducted in cooperation with Brad Williamson and his Level 2 Health students, and with the integral involvement of Mani Mitchell. 
· further details of this project will be posted on the wiki soon

· Sexuality education activities & resources
· those present briefly outlined their own activities which might fall under the broadly interpreted term “Sexuality Education”
· ►members who would like to make their activities more widely available will need to do so as part of their wiki profile. Those who haven’t got a wiki account, please e-mail Brian King at brian.w.king@vuw.ac.nz (or any other registered participant) to request an invitation
· Zaffa and Liz introduced the Family Planning resource Sexuality Road
· Mani spoke about how to obtain copies of the Mani’s Story DVD from Greenstone Pictures
· The wiki (i.e. website)

· Brian explained that a wiki is a website which is added to and changed by everyone who is invited to join. This interactive function will allow us to bridge gaps of distance, considering that there are interested parties from thoughout New Zealand. It will also serve as a communication and sharing tool in the time between face-to-face meetings
· brief demonstration of the website’s features
· ►Libby suggested that a Resources page should be added so that participants can post information how to gain access to materials or articles. Brian will make this addition ASAP
· Discussion - Forging a vision
· Setting priorities – bringing together research, education, and activism
· Kathleen and Mani both observed that this meeting is a new and unique initiative in the New Zealand context (both have had to go abroad to attend this type of discussion in the past)
· Where to from here? What is our raison d’être?
· ►Kathleen suggested we should clarify what it is that people want the SER for. Ideas can be posted on the wiki or sent to Brian King at brian.w.king@vuw.ac.nz

· consensus amongst those present was that it could be a number of things, including:

· a place to share resources and ideas for teachers, both at face-to-face gatherings and on the wiki

· a place to stimulate dialogue between resource developers, researchers, and educators so that all parties can access useful dialogue and gain valuable feedback 

· a group that responds rapidly and astutely to gender and sexuality issues that are raised in the media. In this way we can develop a powerful voice as a group and counteract discourses that require a response from our point of view

· ►Janet Holmes suggested that we could used the International Gender and Language Association (IGALA) strategy of having a designated person who “talks to the world”. That person gets sent the topics and collates a response from SER participants. 

· ►Kathleen said that this could be her role. Brian will follow up on this idea and report back via the wiki.
· How often to meet? Where? With whom?
· the SER can convene in various locations, and Brian suggested that there should be conveners in Auckland, Wellington and Christchurch, i.e. volunteers who book the venue, spread the word, set the agenda (taking suggestions via the wiki), write up the minutes, and post them on the wiki
· Jeannette Vine pointed out that we could meet via multimedia conferencing (access grid has 7 or 8 sites)
· Topics for future meetings (and/or wiki-based discussions)
· Student Needs and Student Voice: how are we determining what the sexuality education needs of students are?
· Research Ideas: What are the possibilities for collaboration in research between educators, academics and activists, under the broad umbrella of sexuality education?
Adjourned 17:45 for afternoon tea
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