NON-FICTION

Arana, Marcus de Maria (principal author) A Human Rights Investigation Into the ‘Normalization’ of Intersex People; April 2005 San Francisco: San Francisco Human Rights Commission. This 110-page report is available to download free of charge. On May 27 2004 the San Francisco Human Rights Commission held a public hearing to investigate the issue of ‘normalizing’ medical interventions being performed on intersex infants and children. The report contains:

A brief history of intersex by Alice Dreger and Cheryl Chase

Findings and Recommendations

Oral, Written and video testimony from people with intersex anatomies, parents, medical, academic, legal & ethical, and public

Medical article summaries

Academic, legal and ethical article summaries.

Atkins, Dawn. (Ed) Looking Queer: Body image and identity in lesbian, bisexual, gay and transgender communities.1998 New York: Routledge. Bringing together feminism, body image, and sexual orientation, this book aims to convince readers that society as a whole needs to redefine our concepts of body image. By looking at body image issues among lesbian, bisexual, gay, and transgender people and taking differences such as race or disability into consideration, this book provides a step toward a new focus in the future. This collection, comprised of essays by more than 60 contributors, will help readers find ways to improve their self-esteem and find comfort in their bodies to create a mutually supportive community. Part 7, Square Pegs, presents writing by intersex authors Morgan Holmes, Raven Kaldera, and Cheryl Chase.

Baird, Vanessa. The No-Nonsense Guide to Sexual Diversity. 2007 Oxford: New Internationalist. This book looks at medical, scientific, and legal issues in regard to sexual diversity around the world. The treatment of sexual minorities-whether lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transgender-varies significantly in different parts of the world. In some countries, equal rights have been achieved and progress is being made against discrimination; in others, being gay still incurs the death penalty. This guide examines all the colors of the sexual rainbow, unearths hidden histories, and looks at contributions from medicine and science. It also includes a unique global survey of laws that affect sexual minorities. Writer, Vanessa Baird has been co-editor at New Internationalist magazine since 1986. 

Balen, Adam H., Sarah M. Creighton, Melanie C. Davies, Jane MacDougall, and Richard Stanhope, (Eds.) Paediatric and Adolescent Gynaecology : A Multidisciplinary Approach. 2004 UK: Cambridge University Press. Essentially an intersex textbook with sections on normal development and general management of conditions. There is a significant emphasis on psychological care (and on issues such as psychological support) with chapters by clinical psychologists. Well illustrated.
Benatar, David (Ed). Cutting to the Core: Exploring the Ethics of Contested Surgeries: 2006 Lanham: Rowman and Littlefield. (Paperback.) When the benefits of surgery do not outweigh the harms or where they do not clearly do so, surgical interventions become morally contested. This book examines a number of such surgeries, including infant male circumcision and cutting the genitals of female children, the separation of conjoined twins, surgical sex assignment of intersex children and the surgical re-assignment of transsexuals, limb and face transplantation, cosmetic surgery, and placebo surgery. Merle Spriggs and Julian Savulescu contribute an essay The Ethics of Surgically Assigning Sex for Intersexed Children.



Bloom, Amy. Normal: Transsexual CEOs, Cross-Dressing Cops, and Hermaphrodites With Attitude. New York: Random House, 2002. Novelist, psychotherapist and lesbian feminist Amy Bloom writes sensitively about male-to-female transsexuals, heterosexual male cross-dressers, and intersexed individuals—and challenges readers to question their concepts of gender. There is an essay on each of the three categories and she interviews people from each group (as well as doctors, social scientists and gender activists) and brings together the facts, ideas, arguments, and personal responses to help us reconsider received ideas about gender. The book opens new ways of viewing not only gender but our own inability to accept difference. It is an accessible, nonsensational introduction to a fascinating and controversial subject and is not without humour.

Boenke, Mary Trans Forming Families: Real stories about transgendered loved ones. 1999 USA: Walter Trook Pub. This is a collection of stories by parents of adult transgenders, by mothers of very young gender variant children, by spouses and partners, and even by grandparents, siblings and friends. Written mostly by "ordinary people", who have all struggled from bewilderment to acceptance and even celebration, these 31 stories serve as role models for all those families who are still hurting, rejecting, or feeling isolated, or who have already ‘arrived’, and would like company. The subjects vary greatly, both FTM's and MTF's, intersexed persons, cross-dressers, adults and children, several from other countries, some with physical disabilities, and from all walks of life. But all are stories of profound caring, stories of pioneering families who put love above all else and come out accepting, even celebrating the courage and specialness of their transgenered loved ones. The book also includes a glossary, a current list of trans organizations and a trans-family reading list. Several essays, an Introduction by Jessica Xavier, foreword by Robert Berstein, and preface by the editor about her own family experiences, round out this highly informative book. 
Campbell, Lady Collin. Autobiography: A life Worth Living. 1997 (Hardback) Little Brown & Co. (Paperback) Warner Books. Lady Colin Campbell was born in 1949 with fused labia and a deformed clitoris in Jamaica, where she was registered as a boy and brought up as one. Despite the family having money medical help was not provided. Puberty was a traumatic time. After she had a gender reassignment operation at 21 she lived as a woman and married a British aristocrat called Lord Colin Campbell but it was a short-lived, violent and unfortunate marriage. She moved from Jamaica to the USA then to Britain where she considers herself one of the aristocracy. There is a lot of pretentious name dropping! She is better known for selling the royal family’s secrets in two books, Diana in Private and The Royal Marriages. 

Cohen-Kettenis, Peggy T; Pfafflin, Friedemann. Transgenderism and Intersexuality in Chilhood and Adolescence: Making Choices. 2003 London Sage Publications. Vol 46 in series Developmental Clinical Psychology and Psychiatry. This book presents an overview of the research, clinical insights, and ethical dilemmas relevant to clinicians who treat intersex youth and their families. Exploring gender development from a cross-cultural perspective, scholar Peggy T Cohen-Kettenis (Amsterdam) and experienced practitioner Friedemann Pfafflin (Germany) focus on assessment, diagnosis, and treatment issues. To bridge research and practical application, they include numerous case studies, definitions of relevant terminology, and salient chapter summaries. 

Colapinto, John. As Nature Made Him: The boy who was raised as a girl. 2000 New York: Harper Collins. A biography. The so-called twins, or John/Joan case, is one of the most famous in modern medicine and the social sciences, cited repeatedly (and mistakenly) over the past thirty years as proof that our sense of being male or female is not inborn but primarily the result of how we are raised. The case set the precedent for sex reassignment as standard treatment for thousands of intersex children. But now David Reimer, the subject of this misguided experiment, has come forward to tell how it was a failure from the outset. This book is based on The True Story of John/Joan, originally published in Rolling Stone. 
Conella, Katherine. Sugar And Spice And Puppy Dog Tails: Growing Up Intersexed: An Intimate Memoir. 2000 Hollywood, CA: K. Connella. Hermaphrodite! It's a word which usually invokes snickers or eye-rolling but for those people born a combination of genders, it can be heart wrenching. Actress/author Katherine Connella steps out of the shadows to frankly reveal her childhood and adolescence growing up intersexed. 

Consortium on the Management of Sex Differentiation The Handbook for Parents 2006 ISNA Intersex Society of North America. (A companion to Clinical Guidelines for the Management of Disorders of Sex Development in Childhood.) [Following the closure of ISNA in 2008 publication is now by Accord Alliance.] This is a resource that physicians can give parents to aid in understanding and adjusting to the child’s needs. The 133-page handbook addresses the many questions and emotions parents have upon learning that their child has some kind of disorder of sex development (DSD). Written in plain language, the book offers background information on child development, how to talk with the child and others about his or her DSD, and reproducible information pages to give family and others important in the child’s world. Common questions are answered, and the handbook provides guidance for preparing parents and the child for doctor’s appointments and the value of keeping a journal. Especially insightful are the generously shared thoughts and experiences of other parents and of adults with DSDs. 

Consortium on the Management of Sex Differentiation. Clinical Guidelines for the Management of Disorders of Sex Development in Childhood. 2006 ISNA Intersex Society of North Americal. (A companion to The Handbook for Parents.) [Following the closure of ISNA in 2008 publication is now by Accord Alliance.] This is a handbook for health care professionals who provide care to pediatric patients with Disorders of Sex Development (DSD). It is also a valuable resource for health professional students, educators, parents of children with DSDs, and adults with DSDs. The guidelines have been produced by a consortium consisting mainly of clinical specialists with experience in helping patients with DSDs, adults with DSDs, and family members (especially parents) of children with DSDs. 

Currah, P; Juand, RM; Minter, SP. (Eds) Transgender Rights. 2006 Minneapolis, USA: University of Minnesota Press. This book introduces transgender/transsexual/intersex social, political, and legal issues to a broad audience. Paisley Currah is associate professor of political science at Brooklyn College, executive director of the Center for Lesbian and Gay Studies at the CUNY Graduate Center, and a founding board member of the Transgender Law and Policy Institute. Richard M. Juang is assistant professor of English at Susquehanna University and co-chair of the National Center for Transgender Equality Advisory Board. Shannon Price Minter is legal director of the National Center for Lesbian Rights and a founding board member of the Transgender Law and Policy Institute.

Part I. Law

1. Gender Pluralisms Under the Transgender Umbrella, Paisley Currah

2. The Ties that (Don’t) Bind: Transgender Family Law and the Un-making of Families, Taylor Flynn

3. The Roads Less Traveled: Why Binary Sex Categories are Inadequate, Julie A. Greenberg

4. Pursuing Protection For Transgender People Through Disability Laws, Jennifer L. Levi and Bennett H. Klein

5. The Evolution of Employment Discrimination Protections for Transgender People, Kylar W. Broadus

6. Deciding Fate or Protecting a Developing Autonomy? Intersex Children and the Colombian Constitutional Court, Morgan Holmes

7. The Rights of Intersexed Infants and Children: Decision of the Colombian Constitutional Court, Bogota, Colombia, 12th of May 1999 (SU-337/99), (Translated.)

Part II. History

8. Do Transsexuals Dream of Gay Rights? Getting Real About Transgender Inclusion, Shannon Price Minter

9. Transgender Communities of the United States in the Late Twentieth Century, Dallas Denny

10. Public Health Gains of the Transgender Community in San Francisco: Grassroots Organizing and Community-Based Research, Willy Wilkinson

Part III. Politics

11. Compliance is Gendered: Struggling for Gender Self-Determination in a Hostile Economy, Dean Spade

12. Transgendering the Politics of Recognition, Richard M. Juang

13. (Trans) Sexual Citizenship in Contemporary Argentina, Mauro Cabral (A.I. Grinspan) and Paula Viturro

14. Undiagnosing Gender, Judith Butler

15. Re-inscribing Normality? The Law and Politics of Transgender Marriage, Ruthann Robson

Afterword: Are Transgender Rights Inhuman Rights?, Kendall Thomas

Appendix: The International Bill of Gender Rights, Phyllis Randolph Frye

Dewhurst, Christopher J. and Gordon, Ronald. The Intersexual Disorders. 1969 London: Baillière Tindall & Cassell. Historical medical text.

Dewhurst, Sir C.John (Author), Edmonds D Keith (Ed) Practical Paediatric and Adolescent Gynaecology 1989 (Hardcover) London, Boston, Singapore, Sydney, Toronto, Wellington: Butterworth-Heinemann Ltd; 2Rev Ed edition. A review of paediatric and adolescent gynaecological disorders, designed as a reference guide for paediatric and urological surgeons and general practitioners 

Diamond M, Yates A. (Eds) Child and Adolescent Psychiatric Clinics: Sex and Gender. Vol 13. 2004 Philadelphia: Elsevier. Included in the contributions are Diamond M. Sex, gender, and identity over the years: a changing perspective and Beh, H. G., and Pietsch, J. H. Legal implications surrounding adolescent health care decision making in matters of sex, reproduction and gender. 

Dreger, Alice Domurat. Hermaphrodites and the Medical Invention of Sex. 1998 (hardback) Cambridge Mass: Harvard UP, 2000 (paperback) Harvard UP. Punctuated with remarkable case studies, this book explores extraordinary encounters between hermaphrodites, people born with ambiguous sexual anatomy, and the medical and scientific professionals who grappled with them. The book is well illustrated with historical photographs. Alice Dreger focuses on events in France and Britain in the late nineteenth century, a time of great tension for questions of sex roles. The narrative takes us inside the doctors' chambers to see how and why medical and scientific men constructed sex, gender, and sexuality as they did, and especially how the material conformation of hermaphroditic bodies forced peculiar constructions. Throughout the book Dreger indicates how this history can help us to understand present-day concepts of sex, gender, and sexuality. This leads to an epilogue, where the author discusses and questions the protocols employed in the treatment of intersexuals over time and includes cases dissatisfied with their care. As the book was being written treatment was still involving and it is thanks to books like this that changes have been made. At the time of publication Alice Dreger was Visiting Associate Professor in Medical Humanities and Bioethics in the Feinberg School of Medicine at Northwestern University and Director of Medical Education at the Intersex Society of North America.

Dreger, Alice Domurat. (Ed) Intersex in the Age of Ethics.1999 Frederick Maryland: University Publishing Group. This book includes all the material from the special issue of the Journal of Clinical Ethics edited by Dreger and presents different points of view - the personal, ethical, clinical, legal, anthropological, historical, sociological, and philosophical. Although it is full of diverse voices and styles of writing, it is a tightly focused collection with a consistent point of view, providing a much needed perspective. It is a valuable resource to parents, bioethicists, philosophers, clinicians and health care providers. It provides an opportunity for the layperson to become educated, involved, and politically active, in an easy to read format. This is the first time an entire volume has been dedicated to the exploration of the ethics of intersex treatment. It could not be more timely considering the controversy over how medicine and society should handle intersex and intersexuals. Each of the 21 chapters contributes to the development of the overall argument, and each chapter also has its own story to tell. 

1. A History of Intersex: From the Age of Gonads to the Age of Consent (Alice Domurat Dreger)

2. The Hanukkah Bush: Ethical Implications in the Clinical Management of Intersex (Sherri A. Groveman)

3. Betwixt and Between: The Past and Future of Intersexuality (Robert A. Crouch)

4. For the Sake of the Children: Destigmatising Intersexuality (Sharon E Preves)

5. Finding the Words (Martha Coventry)

6. Growing Up in the Surgical Maelstrom (Howard Devore)

7. A Mother’s Care (Alice Domurat Dreger and Cheryl Chase interview ‘Sue’ and ‘Margaret’)

8. Caught Between: An Essay on Intersexuality (D Cameron)

9. As Is (Kim)

10. Silence – Death (Tamara Alexander)

11. “Who Did this to You?” (Hale Hawbecker)

12. Management of Intersex: A Shifting Paradigm (Bruce E Wilson and William G Reiner)

13. In Amerika They Call Us Hermaphrodites (Angela Moreno)

14. Power, Orgasm and the Psychohormonal Research Unit (Kira Triea)

15. Surgical Progress is Not the Answer to Intersexuality (Cheryl Chase)

16. A Surgeon’s Response to the Intersex Controversy (Justine Marut Schober)

17. Pediatric Ethics and the Surgical Assignment of Sex (Kenneth Kipnis and Milton Diamond)

18. A Mother’s 10 Commandments of Medical Professionals: Treating Intersex in the Newborn (Helena Harmon-Smith)

19. Time for a Change (Heidi Walcutt)

20. Take Charge! A guide to Home Auto-Catheterization (Sven Nicholson)

21. Intersexuality: What Should Careproviders Do Now? (Edmund G Howe)

Emans, SJ, Goldstein DP. Pediatric and Adolescent Gynecology 3rd edition. 1990 Boston: Little Brown & Company. Medical textbook.

Epstein, Julia; Straub, Kristina. (Eds.). Body Guards: The cultural politics of gender ambiguity. 1991 London and New York: Routledge. 1992 (Paperback). Body Guards investigates ambiguously gendered bodies, that defy ideologically produced gender boundaries. Body Guards demonstrates that this ambiguity has a long history and a wide cultural reach. Chronologically ordered, the book addresses topics from medieval Arabic vice lists, to representations of European female saints in late antiquity, to current sodomy laws in the United States. Body Guards locates a hotly debated set of issues in critical theory, history, cultural studies, and feminist studies within the context of the contemporary politics of sexuality, pathology, and the body. It also studies how gender ambiguity relates to the discourses of gay and lesbian politics, the politics of AIDS education, and conflicts over maternity and fetal rights.

Epstein, Julia. Altered Conditions: Disease, medicine and storytelling. 1994 London and New York: Routledge. Discusses existing theories of the human body and its meanings in a variety of cultural contexts. By exploring the history of medical narratives, Julia Epstein poses a number of provocative questions about the relations between bodies, selves and identities. Julia Epstein is Barbara Riley Levin Professor of Comparative Literature at Haverford College. 
Fausto-Sterling, Anne. Sexing the Body: Gender Politics and the Construction of Sexuality. 2000 New York: Basic Books. Drawing on astonishing real-life cases and a probing analysis of centuries of scientific research, Professor Fausto-Sterling demonstrates how scientists have historically politicised the body. She demonstrates the futility of talking about nature versus nurture, genes versus environment or 'true' sexuality as opposed to 'socially constructed' gender. An inspiring corrective, from one of our leading scholars of science, history, and feminism, to the simplistic notions of maleness and femaleness that we humans seem almost genetically inclined to believe. The narrative portion of the book is clearly written and it is supplemented by artwork, illustrations, cartoons, and helpful charts and tables. The work is divided into nine chapters that move from an analysis of the external markers for sex (e.g., anatomy, genitals), to an examination of the brain, sex glands, hormones, and genes as each has become part of the current discourse on sex. The book concludes with a chapter that describes an interdisciplinary, dynamic systems approach to the study of sex, gender, and sexuality. Fausto-Sterling provides a fair and even-handed treatment of the issues and has taken the time to study the literature in a way that respects the scholarship of those with whom she has significant disagreements. For example, she is careful to explain the complexities of the psychosexual neutrality theory proposed by Money, Ehrhardt, and the Hampsons. She notes that Money's ideas were never quite as simplistic as some of his critics have charged. In addition, Fausto-Sterling, a committed feminist, is not hesitant to criticize the limitations of certain feminist positions that are dualistic or essentialist. She is also open to the criticisms of her own work, crediting social psychologist Kessler for explaining the limitations of her earlier views on sexual categories as represented in the now famous 1993 article on ‘the five sexes’. Fausto-Sterling brings an unusual interdisciplinary perspective to the study of sexuality. As a scientist and biologist, she believes in a material world and understands the importance of experimentation. However, her knowledge of feminist scholarship and the history of science has led her to focus on how the production of scientific knowledge is influenced by and rooted in particular histories, human practices, language, politics, and culture. In chapters three and four, Fausto-Sterling presents an historical overview and analysis of how a medical discourse emerged to provide a scientific rationale for sex assignment and the surgical ‘correction’ of an intersexed infant's genitals. Given the impact of our theoretical assumptions regarding sexual dimorphism, it is not surprising that the medical community (simultaneously reflecting and shaping the culture) has tended to view the birth of intersexuals as abnormal mutations and medical emergencies. In fact, most of these ‘emergencies’ are determined by cultural considerations.

Foucault, Michel Herculine Barbin: Being the Recently Discovered Memoirs of a Nineteenth-Century French Hermaphrodite. New York: Pantheon Books, c1980. The diary of a French hermaphrodite who committed suicide after being forced to live as a man, and separated from the woman he loved. Herculine Barbin tells the story of her life as a hermaphrodite. Herculine was designated female at birth. A pious girl in a Catholic orphanage, a bewildered adolescent enchanted by the ripening bodies of her classmates, a passionate lover of another schoolmistress, she is suddenly reclassified as a man. Alone and desolate, he commits suicide at the age of thirty in a miserable attic in Paris. Here, in an erotic diary, is one lost voice from our sexual past. Provocative, articulate, eerily prescient as she imagines her corpse under the probing instruments of scientists, Herculine brings a disturbing perspective to our own notions of sexuality. Michel Foucault, who discovered these memoirs in the archives of the French Department of Public Hygiene, presents them with the graphic medical descriptions of Herculine's body before and after her death. In a striking contrast, a painfully confused young person and the doctors who examine her try to sort out the nature of masculine and feminine at the dawn of the age of modern sexuality. 

Gilbert, Ruth. Early Modern Hermaphrodites: Sex and Other Stories. 2002 New York: Palgrave. The author examines the ways in which inter-sexed individuals were viewed medically, erotically, legally, and literarily in Britain from the 16th to the 18th centuries. Ruth Gilbert, lecturer in English, University of Southampton, UK, discusses representations of sexual indeterminacy in pre-enlightenment England in order to explore the cultural codes that shaped attitudes towards sexual ambiguity. Beginning with an examination of medical and legal representations, then moving on to more literary treatments, she argues that hermaphrodites not only challenged conceptions of female and male, but also offered fundamental questions about what it meant to be human. Hermaphroditism further raised fundamental issues in science and other arenas about the way knowledge is ordered. 

Harper, Catherine. Intersex. 2007 Oxford; New York: Berg. This book draws heavily on the personal testimony of intersexed individuals, their loved ones, and medical carers. The impact of early sex assignment surgery on an individual’s later life is examined within the context of ethical and clinical questions. Harper challenges the conventional and radical ‘treatment’ of intersexuality through non-consensual infant sex assignment surgery. In doing so she exposes powerful myths, taboos, and constructions of gender – the perfect phallus, a bi-polar model of gender and the infallibility of medical decisions. The chapter headings give an idea of the scope: 1. Introduction. 2. The Mythological Hermaphrodite. 3. Louise’s Story and Others. 4. David’s Story and Diamond’s Recommendations. 5. Oluyemi’s Story. 6. Sarah-Jane’s Story and Others. 7. Changes in Standards of Care? 8. Lorna, Jessie, Sal and Congenital Adrenal Hyperplasia. 9. Joanne, Ellen, Peggy and Androgen Insensitivity. 10. Severe Undervirilisation in Genetic Males. 11. Hermaphroditism and Gonadal Dysgenesis. 12. Sex Chromosome Variations: Klinefelter’s Syndrome. There is also a bibliography.

Herdt, Gilbert. (Ed) Third Sex, Third Gender. 1994 Zone Books. These eleven essays in history and anthropology offer a novel perspective by questioning the place of sexual dimorphism in culture and history. They propose a new role for the study of alternative sex and gender systems in cultural science, as a means of critiquing thinking that privileges standard male/female gender distinctions and rejects the natural basis of other forms of sexuality. Of particular interest to scholars investigating intersexuality are: the extensive introduction by Gilbert Herdt; How to Become a Berdache: Toward a Unified Analysis of Gender Diversity by Will Roscoe; Mistaken Sex: Culture, Biology and the Third Sex in New Guinea by Gilbert Herdt.

Hillman, Thea. Intersex (for lack of a better word).2008 San Francisco: Manic D Press. This is a disarming book - poetic, political, and deeply personal. The author has CAH (congenital adrenal hyperplasia). The book chronicles her search for self in a world obsessed with normal and in a series of compelling stories takes a no-holds-barred look at sex, gender, family, and community. The author's brave and fierce vision for cultural and societal change shines through. A radical, Thea Hillman offers presentations about sex and gender and performs her work at colleges and festivals around the US. She lives in Oakland, California.

Holder, Taylor J. All Things In Between: Shifting on the scale of sex and gender. 2006 Lincoln, NE: Universe. This book explores sex and gender identities, and argues that an understanding of both sex and gender as a spectrum, rather than binary categories, would help people to live healthier lives. Mislabeling a person's sex status at birth can cause unreasonable expectations and pain for individuals and family members. Interviews with both ‘invisible’ and ‘visible’ transsexual and biologically ambiguous individuals and their families are analysed to help readers better understand the intersections of sex and gender identities. The book sheds light on the dilemmas, tensions, and contradictions arising from the social construction of sex and gender. While exposing the weakness of historical research that has established social beliefs and psychological treatment trends, the author offers up new possibilities for thinking about these identities. This work addresses conflicts within the transsexual, transgender, and intersex communities, and speaks to the professional fields of various sciences as well as mainstream society. All Points in Between paints a hopeful picture for the individual, family, and the professionals who work with people facing sex and gender assignment challenges. 

Holmes, Michelle Morgan LeFay . Intersex: A perilous difference. 2008 Susquehanna University Press. Holmes is an Associate Professor in Sociology at Wilfrid Laurier University, Ontario, Canada. She uses her work in cultural studies, specifically the performance character of gender and the marginalisation of persons with atypical bodies and abilities, to enrich her personal experiences with intersexuality. Long a figure of spectacular epic imagination extending as far back as the Hellenic texts, ‘hermaphrodites’ have been made to bear the burden of cultural anxieties regarding sexual difference and the transgression of boundaries separating male from female, in a strained binary system. The intersexed are made to disappear into normative categories, thus aligning once again the rightful place of male and female as opposites. [See also contributions in Atkins Looking Queer: Body image and identity in lesbian, bisexual, gay and transgender communities and Currah et al. Transgender Rights.]
Holmes, Rachel Scott Russell. Scanty Particulars: The Scandalous Life and Astonishing Secret of James Barry, Queen Victoria’s Most Eminent Military Doctor. 2002 New York: Random House. James Miranda Barry, was raised as a boy, and grew up to serve as a British Army physician and became one of the leading and most controversial innovators of 19th-century medicine. The scandal referred to was the trial in which he was charged with homosexuality and incest. He was demoted from his position as inspector-general of hospitals but continued to practice medicine in several British colonies for several decades as an operating surgeon, performing one of the world's first cesarean sections, and advocating health care for women and the poor. The astonishing secret referred to was his sexuality. It was a matter of great speculation during his life and became even more so after his death. Was he a man, woman or hermaphrodite and how did this affect his work? Holmes, the Web site manager of Amazon.co.uk, has carried out considerable historical research and makes her biography a compelling read. [See also Dunker P. The Doctor. A Novel.]

Human Rights Commission NZ. To Be Who I Am. January 2008. This is a groundbreaking and world-first inquiry into discrimination experienced by transgender people. The report states: “While the inquiry’s terms of reference were limited to trans people, intersex people made submissions that have raised significant human rights issues. These merit urgent consideration and will require broader consultation with intersex people and their families, relevant government agencies and health professionals. There are significant issues specific to intersex people in relation to medical procedures performed on children and young people with intersex conditions. Having access to full medical records, including those used as the basis for any legal change of sex, is critically important for intersex people. The absence of such records compounds the invisibility, secrecy, and shame felt by many.” The report focuses on three areas: discrimination, health services, and legal issues. See website www.hrc.co.nz
Icon Health Publications. Klinefelter Syndrome: A Medical Dictionary, Bibliography, and Annotated Research Guide to Internet References 2004 (Paperback) USA: Icon Health Publications. A 3 in 1 medical resource. Also Parker James N; Parker Phillip M. The Official Parent's Sourcebook on Klinefelter Syndrome: A Revised and Updated Directory for the Internet Age 2002 Icon Health Publications. (Paperback.) This sourcebook has been created for parents who have decided to make education and Internet-based research an integral part of the treatment process. Although it gives information useful to doctors, caregivers and other health professionals, it also tells parents where and how to look for information covering virtually all topics related to Klinefelter Syndrome (KS), from the essentials to the most advanced areas of research. The title of this book includes the word official. This reflects the fact that the sourcebook draws from public, academic, government, and peer-reviewed research. Selected readings from various agencies are reproduced to give you some of the latest official information available to date on KS. Following an introductory chapter, the sourcebook is organized into three parts. PART I: THE ESSENTIALS; Chapter 1. The Essentials on KS: Guidelines; Chapter 2. Seeking Guidance; PART II: ADDITIONAL RESOURCES AND ADVANCED MATERIAL; Chapter 3. Studies on KS; Chapter 4. Books on KS; Chapter 5. Periodicals and News on KS; Chapter 6. Physician Guidelines and Databases; PART III. APPENDICES; Appendix A. Researching Your Child's Medications; Appendix B. Researching Alternative Medicine; Appendix C. Researching Nutrition; Appendix D. Finding Medical Libraries; Appendix E. Your Child's Rights and Insurance.

Icon Health Publications. Turner Syndrome: A Bibliography, Medical Dictionary, and Annotated Research Guide to Internet References. A 3 in 1 medical resource. Covers Bonnevie-Ullrich syndrome; Bonnevie-Ullrich-Turner syndrome; gonadal dysgenesis; monosomy X; Morgagni-Turner-Albright syndrome; pterygolymphangiectasia; Schereshevkii-Turner syndrome; XO syndrome)

Intersexuelle Menschen e.V. 21 July 2008. Shadow report to CEDAW 2008. Table of contents, executive summary and questions for the German Federal Government by German Intersex group. Available online.

Karkazis, Katrina. Fixing sex: Intersex, medical authority and lived experience. 2008 Durham: Duke University Press. This book examines contemporary controversies over the medical management of intersexuality in the United States from the multiple perspectives of those most intimately involved. Drawing extensively on interviews with adults with intersex conditions, parents, and physicians, Karkazis moves beyond the heated rhetoric to reveal the complex reality of how intersexuality is understood, treated, and experienced today. As she unravels the historical, technological, social, and political forces that have culminated in debates surrounding intersexuality, she exposes the contentious disagreements among theorists, physicians, intersex adults, activists, and parents--and all that those debates imply about gender and the changing landscape of intersex management. She argues that by viewing intersexuality exclusively through a narrow medical lens we avoid much more difficult questions. She does so without alienating doctors. Her approach is remarkably balanced and constructive. Highly recommended.
Kessler, Suzanne J. Lessons from the Intersexed. 1998 New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press. A must for anyone interested in intersex and the ways widely accepted social beliefs and scientific explanations generate and reinforce each other. Kessler says things that need to be said, and she says them clearly, concisely, and with respect for the people whose lives are most affected by the questions she confronts. While the physician's response to an infant with ambiguous genitalia has been to produce categories like the 'successful vagina' and the 'good enough penis,' Kessler takes her cues from intersexuals themselves. She tells us not only about situation in which sex assignment is uncertain but about the astonishingly weak empirical foundations on which the medical orthodoxies of binary sex and gender are built. Kessler argues that the way the medical and psychological professions manage intersexuality is guided by our culture's beliefs about gender and genitals rather than by the needs of the child. Interviews with pediatric surgeons and endocrinologists as well as parents of intersexed children and adults who were treated for this condition in childhood lead Kessler to propose several new approaches for physicians in dealing with parents and children. Beyond the medical sphere, the author also evaluates a political vanguard intent on gaining acceptance by physicians and society at large of an intersexed identity. Suzanne J. Kessler is professor of psychology at Purchase College, State University of New York. 

May, Lois. Transgenders and Intersexuals: Everything you ever wanted to know but couldn’t think of the question. A resource book for the general community. 2005 East Street Publications. Written by a non-trans woman and bringing transgender and intersex issues together in the same book might be seen as a risky venture. But the author has managed to do the job very well. This is a collection of pieces from quite a mixed bag of contributors; all connected by her own insights into the trans and intersex conditions. There are very honest stories from transmen and women, a cross-dresser and Queensland Police officers, along with some strong opinions from scientists and doctors. It takes a big swing at the continuing medical practice of assigning a gender to infants born with ‘ambiguous genitalia’ and tells the truly tragic story of David Reimer, whose life was made hell by doctors who held dear the nurture argument in child development. Generally, explanations of trans and intersex conditions are provided by ‘experts’ who use language few of us understand but Ms May and Dr. Milton Diamond put it all in English. Written for a general audience with an Australian focus.

Miller, Neila. Counselling in Genderland: A guide for you and your transgender client. 1996 Boston: Different Path Press. Those in the mental health field who have discovered gender confusion in their clients often have no background or experience in addressing it. This book is the first guide written for counsellors of every description, plus interested laypersons, which gives a practical guide in readable language. Neila Miller has been working with cross-gendered persons for half of her 28 years as a humanistic counsellor/educator. 

Nestle, Joan; Howell, Clare; Wilchins, Riki. (Eds.) Genderqueer Voices from Beyond the Sexual Binary. 2002 USA: Alyson Books. This deals with life in the gray area between genders. Edited by writer Joan Nestle; Riki Wilchins, director of the gender advocacy group GenderPAC; and Brooklyn Public Library librarian and historian Clare Howell, the anthology includes 30 first-person testimonies from writers and activists like Sylvia Rivera, Cheryl Chase, and Ethan Zimmerman. Perhaps more than any other issue, gender identity has galvanized the queer community in recent years. The questions go beyond the nature of male/female to a yet-to-be-traversed region that lies somewhere between and beyond biologically determined gender. In this groundbreaking anthology, the first-person accounts of gender construction, exploration, and questioning provide a groundwork for cultural discussion, political action, and even greater possibilities of autonomous gender choices. 

Parens, Erik. (Ed) Surgically Shaping Children: Technology, Ethics and the Pursuit of Normality.2006 Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press. With contributions from Alderson, Priscilla; Asch, Adrienne; Aspinall Cassandra; Dreger, Alice Domurat; Edwards, James C; Edwards, Todd C; Feder, Ellen K; Frank, Arthur W; Hedley, Lisa Abelow; Kittay, Eva Fedder; Lindemann, Hilde; Marsh, Jeffery L; Miller, Paul Steven; Morris, Sherri Groveman; Mouradian, Wendy E; Patrick, Donald L; Rumsey, Nichola; Sanford, Emily Sullivan; Topolski, Tari D. At a time when medical technologies make it ever easier to enhance our minds and bodies, a debate has arisen about whether such efforts promote a process of ‘normalisation,’ which makes it ever harder to tolerate the natural anatomical differences among us. The debate becomes especially complicated when it addresses the surgical alteration, or ‘shaping,’ of children. This volume explores the ethical and social issues raised by the recent proliferation of surgeries designed to make children born with physical differences look more normal. Using three cases—surgeries to eliminate craniofacial abnormalities such as cleft lip and palate, surgeries to correct ambiguous genitalia, and surgeries to lengthen the limbs of children born with dwarfism—the contributors consider the tensions parents experience when making such life-altering decisions on behalf of or with their children. The essays in this volume offer in-depth examinations of the significance and limits of surgical alteration through personal narratives, theoretical reflections, and concrete suggestions about how to improve the decision-making process. Written from the perspectives of affected children and their parents, health care providers, and leading scholars in philosophy, sociology, history, law, and medicine, this collection provides an integrated and comprehensive foundation from which to consider a complex and controversial issue. It takes the reader on a journey from reflections on the particulars of current medical practices to reflections on one of the deepest and most complex of human desires: the desire for normality.

Plante, Rebecca F; Maurer, Lis M. Doing Gender Diversity 2009 Westview Press, Boulder CO. (April 2009 publication about 500 copy print run.) Rebecca Plante is an Associate Professor in the Sociology Dept and Lis Maurer is the coordinator of the LGBT Education & Outreach Center, Ithaca College, Ithaca, NY. This book is to be used in undergraduate classes on gender and diversity. It will include a biographical article by Max Beck My Life as an Intersexual.

Potts, Annie: Gavey, Nicola; Weatherall, Ann. (Eds) Sex and the Body. 2004 Palmertson North, New Zealand: Dunmore Press. Dr Potts is the Director of the NZ Centre for Human Animal Studies, University of Canterbury, Dr Gavey is Associate Professor Department of Psychology, University of Auckland and Dr Ann Weatherall is Associate professor in the Department of Psychology, Victoria University of Wellington. All three editors have an academic interest in gender issues. This book contains a contribution by Katrina Roen, Queerly Sexed Bodies in Clinical Contexts: Problematising conceptual foundations of genital surgery with intersex. Pp.89-106.

Preves, Sharon E. Intersex and Identity: The Contested Self. 2003 New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press. Examines how intersexed individuals negotiate identity in a dual gendered culture. Based on interviews with adult inter-sexed individuals, Preves shows that medical intervention often causes more problems than it prevents. The chapter headings are 1. Beyond pink and blue 2. Medical sex assignment 3. Stigma, secrecy, and shame 4. Seeds of change 5. Intersex pride 6. Implications of intersex mobilisation 7. Methodological appendix. Sharon E. Preves is an assistant professor of sociology at Hamline University, Saint Paul, Minnesota.[See also her contributions in Waldner et al Research in Political Sociology and Dreger, Intersex in the Age of Ethics.]

Roughgarden, Joan. Evolution’s Rainbow: Diversity, Gender and Sexuality in Nature and People. Berkeley: University of California Press, 2004. Joan Roughgarden is Professor of Biological Sciences at Stanford University. She explores the enormous gender and sexual diversity found in nature in animals (birds, reptiles, fish, and mammals) and humans and examines the social barriers to acceptance of human diversity. She explores how and why this range of bodies and behaviors evolved and exposes how biology, medicine, anthropology, and Christianity have obstructed the recognition and acceptance of this diversity. The chapter headings are 1. Sex and diversity 2. Sex versus gender 3. Sex within bodies 4. Sex roles. 5. Two-gendered families 6. Multiple-gender families 7. Female choice 8. Same-sex sexuality 9. The theory of evolution 10. An embryonic narrative 11. Sex determination 12. Sex differences 13. Gender identity 14. Sexual orientation 15. Psychological perspectives 16. Disease versus diversity 17. Genetic engineering versus diversity 18. Two spirits, Mahu and Hijras 19. Transgender in historical Europe and the Middle East 20. Sexual relations in antiquity 21. Tomboi, Vestidas and Guevedoche 22. Trans politics in the United States 23. Policy recommendations.

Shildrick, Margrit; Mykitiuk, Roxanne (Eds.) Ethics of the Body: Postconventional Challenges. 2005 Boston, MA: MIT Press. A challenging collection of essays. After exploring notions of difference in both feminist and postmodernist terms, the book considers specific issues including HIV, addiction, borderline personality disorder, and cancer that challenge the principles of conventional bioethics. The focus then turns to questions raised by biotechnology: one essay rethinks the traditional feminist ethics of care in the context of new reproductive technology, while others tackle genetic and genomic issues. Finally, the book looks at embodiment and some specifically anomalous forms of being-in-the-body, including a consideration of intersex infants and children that draws on feminist, postructuralist, and queer theory. There is a contribution by Katrina Roen Queer Kids: Towards ethical clinical interactions with intersex people (pp.259-278).
Swan, Rebecca Assume Nothing. Foreword by Judith ‘Jack’ Halberstam. Germany Tübingen: Konkursbuch; Auckland New Zealand: Boy Tiger Press, 2004. Text and captions in English; German translation by Stefanie Visel at end. Portrait photography. Stunning black and white photographs accompanied by brief interviews explore many different embodiments of gender. This book is a photographic exploration into the experience of gender across cultures, nations, and generations. Photographer Rebecca Swan has photographed and interviewed 25 people around the world about their experience of gender. In doing so, she creates an intimate and poignant window into the world where the boundaries of male and female are challenged. The interview excerpts, where each person shares their own truth, illuminate the nuances of gender identity. Among the 25 participants, there is a range of age from 20 to 60 and they come from varied backgrounds and have diverse sexualities. All the stories are fascinating and inspiring. Despite the diversity of the people in the book, the common thread is that their experience of being differently gendered in the world has created strength, vision, acceptance, and a generosity of spirit. They trusted the photographer with such intimate details of their lives and they did so, so that others may not have to suffer the same sense of isolation. Swan’s aim for this project is to create understanding and acceptance in a world that can be hostile to difference. Swan points towards a quote from intersex activist Mani Bruce Mitchell, founder of the Intersex Society of NZ, at the end of Assume Nothing as embodying the essence of the work. “This is the issue that we need to deal with in this century. What are we going to do with difference on this planet? It’s not just gender differences, its all differences. How are we going to create a space where people can actually be different with all those uniquenesses and it’s OK?”

Sytsma, Sharon E. (Ed) Ethics and Intersex. 2005 Berlin Heidelberg New York: Springer. This collection of 21 articles is designed to serve as a state-of-the art reference book for intersexuals, their parents, health care professionals, ethics committee members, and anyone interested in problems associated with intersexuality. It fills an important need because of its uniqueness as an interdisciplinary effort, bringing together not just urologists and endocrinologists, but gynecologists, psychiatrists, psychologists, lawyers, theologians, gender theorists, medical historians, and philosophers. Most contributors are well-known experts on intersexuality in their respective fields. The book is also unique in that it is also an international effort, including authors from England, the Netherlands, Germany, Australia, India, Canada, and the United States. The book begins with introductory chapters on the etiology of intersex conditions, conceptual clarification, legal issues, and reflections about the inherent characteristics of medical care that have led up to the issues we face today and explain the resistance to change in traditional practices. Milton Diamond and HG Beh contribute, The right to be Wrong: sex and gender decisions. (pp 103-113). Researchers provide recent data on gender identity, surgical outcomes, and appropriate clinical care. Issues never having been addressed are introduced. The significance of intersexuality for Christianity and for philosophical concerns with authenticity adds further depth to the collection. The final chapters deal with future possibilities in the treatment of intersex and for intersex advocacy. 

Waldner, Lisa K; Dobratz, Betty A; Burzell, Timothy (Eds). Research in Political Sociology: Politics of Change: Sexuality, Gender and Aging.Vol 13. 2004 Oxford: Elsevier Science. Contains a contribution by Sharon E Preves Out of the O.R. and Into the Streets: Exploring the impact of Intersex and media activism. (p 179-223).

Warne Garry L. Your Child with Congenital Adrenal Hyperplasia 1984 Royal Children’s Hospital, Parkville, Victoria, Australia. An illustrated practical guide for parents. This booklet is available for download in English, French, Vietnamese and Chinese. The tone is a reassuring: “CAH is a fairly uncommon disorder, but one which is well understood and for which good treatment is readily available. People with CAH enjoy excellent health once treatment has been started, and live to a ripe old age. They can do anything they want to do, including marrying and having children. To maintain this state of good health, they do need to take medications, but this becomes accepted as part of life. The tablets are never in short supply and they don't cost a lot. There are many conditions much worse than CAH. CAH is a nuisance, but not a handicap. A support group of CAH patients, their parents and their friends exists to give you further assistance. Your doctor can put you in touch with them.”

Warne Garry L. Complete Androgen Insensitivity 1997 Royal Children’s Hospital, Parkville, Victoria, Australia. This 28 page illustrated information booklet, published by Dr Garry Warne, Director of Endocrinology and Diabetes at RCH is for women with AIS, parents of children with the condition, and health professionals involved in counselling and treating these patients. Copies are free and can be obtained from the Department of Endocrinology and Diabetes at RCH. It is also available for download. 

Whittle, Stephen. Respect and Equality: Transsexual and Transgender Rights. 2002 London, UK: Cavendish. Theoretical discussions of sex, sexuality, gender, and law, and an extensive range of primary and secondary research materials, are combined to provide an insightful analysis into the inadequacies of current law. Stephen Whittle is Reader in Law at Manchester Metropolitan University, and is also Vice-President of Press For Change, the UK's lobby group campaigning for respect and equality for transgender people. 

Yoshino, Kenji. Covering: The hidden assault on our human rights. 2006 New York: Random House. Winner of the Randy Shilts Award for gay non-fiction (2007), the Sonewall Honor Book award (2007) from the American Library Association, and the Myers Outstanding Book Award from the Gustavus Myers Center for the Study of Bigotry and Human rights (2006). Acclaimed NYU law professor Kenji Yoshino fuses legal manifesto and poetic memoir to call for a redefinition of civil rights in our law and culture. Everyone covers. To cover is to downplay a disfavored trait so as to blend into the mainstream. Because all of us possess stigmatized attributes, we all encounter pressure to cover in our daily lives. Yoshino demonstrates that American civil rights law has generally ignored the threat posed by these covering demands. With passion and rigor, he shows that the work of civil rights will not be complete until it attends to the harms of coerced conformity. Yoshino’s argument draws deeply on his personal experiences as a gay Asian American. The result is a work that combines a most moving memoir with a landmark manifesto on the civil rights of the future.
Zderic, Stephen A, Canning, Douglas A, Carr, Michael C, and Snyder, Howard McC. (Eds.) Pediatric Assignment of Sex: A Critical Reappraisal. 2002. New York: Kluwer Academic/Plenum. In 1999, the National Institutes of Health invited urologists to meet to discuss the controversy over early surgeries on children born with intersex conditions. This proceedings volume contains 19 contributions from clinicians and researchers. No intersex people were invited. The editors are with the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia. The conference focused largely on gender identity as the outcome of interest, and thus failed to address most of the criticisms that had been brought against the traditional model of management. 

FICTION

Curtin, Amanda. The Sinkings. 2008 Australia: University of Western Australia Press. In 1882 dismembered human remains were discovered at a lonely campsite called the Sinkings near Albany, Western Australia. The surgeon conducting the autopsy claimed they were those of a woman. Why, then, was the victim identified as Little Jock, a sandalwood-cutter and former convict? And why was the murder so brutal, so gruesome? More than a hundred years later, Willa Samson embarks on a search to find out. A recluse after having lost her daughter, Willa is drawn back into the world as she negotiates archives, communicates with family historians, and journeys to Scotland, Northern Ireland and England looking for clues to her questions. The Sinkings is a story within a story, the portrayal of a figure from the margins of history embedded within a contemporary narrative of a mother’s guilt and grief.

Duncker, Patricia. The Doctor: A Novel. 1999 New York: Ecco Press. Based on the life of Dr. James Miranda Barry, a girl (or possibly a hermaphrodite), raised as a boy, who grew up to serve as a British Army physician. This fictional novel is based on a true story of a brilliant female physician who is compelled to live as a man. Patricia Duncker traces Barry's incredible life over the course of five decades and across three continents, from his cross-dressing child genius days to medical school in Edinburgh, Scotland; from his glorious career as a military surgeon to his adventures as a celebrated duelist and social figure known throughout the world. This richly inventive and entertaining tale of dark family secrets, adultery, and colonial history is a transforming contemplation on the substance of gender, the power of will, and an unforgettable portrait of a brilliant mind. [See also Holmes, R. Scanty Particulars: The Scandalous Life and Astonishing Secret of James Barry, Queen Victoria’s Most Eminent Military Doctor.]

Eugenides, Jeffrey. Middlesex. 2002 USA edition New York: Farrar, Straus & Giroux, UK edition Bloomsbury. (Fiction) This Pulitzer Prize winning novel explores the family history and life of a female-reared protagonist who has an intersex condition doctors call 5-alpha reductase deficiency. Born with an XY karotype and sex anatomy that didn’t raise suspicion in doctors or family at the time, the narrator is named Calliope and raised as a girl into her teen years, until an accident with a tractor leads to an emergency room trip where Calliope and her parents first hear that she has an intersex condition. After being sent to the Sexual Disorders and Gender Identity Clinic, Calliope is subjected to innumerable physical exams and psychological tests while she and her parents are told very little about her condition. When her medical file is accidentally left open on her doctor’s desk, Calliope, for the first time, reads about her diagnosis, her XY karyotype, and her doctor’s conclusion that she is a girl. After leaving a note for her parents explaining that she is a boy, Calliope changes her name to Cal and begins living as a male. The book has received some negative reviews from intersex persons.

Gentle, Mary Ilario: The Lion’s Eye, A Story of the First History. 2007 New York: Eos. Set in an alternate medieval world, the intersexed slave, Ilario flees existence as a King’s toy when his/her mother tries to kill her/him. Hoping to pursue an education in painting, Ilario becomes dangerously pregnant following a brief encounter, is again enslaved, and travels one step ahead of his/her assassins. Book two, Ilario: The Stone Golem continues the story.

Goyen, William Arcadio: A Novel. 1983 New York: C.N. Potter: Distributed by Crown Publishers, Completed while he was dying, William Goyen's Arcadio is one of the most affecting and imaginative farewells to life ever written. Arcadio is a creature from beyond the normal walks of life. Half man, half woman, raised in a whorehouse and for years the veteran exhibitionist in an itinerant circus sideshow, he has escaped from the show and has been wandering in a quest for his lost family. Speaking intimately to the reader, he tells the bizarre and fantastic tale of his life. 

Howe, Julia Ward. The Hermaphrodite. Edited and with an introduction by Gary Williams. 2004 Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press. Written in the 1840s, but not published until now, this is the story of a hermaphrodite raised as a boy, and fitting in nowhere. He lives as a man, is loved by men and women alike, and can respond to neither. Laurence, the narrator describes his repudiation by his family, his involvement with an attractive widow, his subsequent wanderings, and eventual attachment to a sixteen-year-old boy, his own tutelage by a Roman nobleman and his sisters, and his ultimate reunion with his early love. His is a story unique in nineteenth-century American letters. Howe wrote The Hermaphrodite when her own marriage was challenged by her husband’s affection for another man—and when prevailing notions regarding a woman’s appropriate role in patriarchal structures threatened Howe’s intellectual and emotional survival. The novel allowed Howe, and will now allow her readers, to occupy a speculative realm otherwise inaccessible in her historical moment. Julia Ward Howe (1819-1910) is best remembered as the poet who wrote the words to Battle Hymn of the Republic. She was also an activist for women's rights and her efforts to mobilise women for various peace efforts. Gary Williams is a professor of English at the University of Idaho

Lees, Lisa Fool for Love 2005 USA: Lulu.com. This is the teenage love story of two 18-year-olds. Carys has never willingly worn a dress and Jami, who has, is intersexed. For Carys and Jami love is an often terrifying journey in self-discovery and trust. Carys, a senior, meets home-schooled Jami at a week-long Arts Camp where she is clowning (as a tramp named Lovelorn) and Jami is helping teach a photography course. Carys is immediately attracted to Jami and boldly sets out to determine if the interest might be mutual. Jami surprises herself by telling Carys that she is intersexed, and so begins a sometimes very emotional process of figuring out what it would mean for Carys and Jami to be in love, and eventually to make love. They continue to see each other when the Arts Camp ends, becoming involved in each other’s activities and interests.

Le Guin, Ursula. The Left Hand of Darkness 1969 USA: (Hard cover) Walker & Co; (Paperback): Ace Books. This book won the 1969 Nebula Award and the 1970 Hugo Award for best science fiction novel of the year and has never been out of print since its publication. All of the action takes place on the planet known as Gethen or Winter, an arctic world. All of the humanoid inhabitants are exactly the same as the humans of Earth except in the means of reproduction. They are all of a single sex and can assume either sex when in "heat." If one person of a couple becomes female, the other automatically becomes male. The culture and society of this world is shaped not only by the harsh environment but by this sexual structure. The novel is concerned with the trek of a human ambassador and ethnologist, Genly Ai, across Winter's surface with a Getthenian. The man from Earth and the manwoman from Winter grow to know and understand each other. The novel not only raises issues about our perceptions of sex but the problems associated with cultural chauvinism. 
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